A Brief History of Hollow Creek Tree Farm

T he Hollow Creek community of Gilbert is named for the area between Little Hollow
Creek (running under St Paul's Church Road) & Hollow Creek (Cedar Grove Road).
Back in the 1800s, the area was known as "Priceville", which today is the name of the
community's main road.

The ancestry of Hollow Creek Tree Farm
on Windmill Road dates back to George
Jacob Price, who immigrated to Charles
Towne from Germany in 1752. George
eventually settled somewhere in this area,
but the exact spot is not known. George's
son, known as Captain George, fought in
the Revolutionary War. One of his sons,
Christian Price, is the first known settler
of this 36 acre piece of land. Christian's
thirteenth child, Calvin Price, fought in
the Civil War. The hollowed-out pear tree
at the southwest corner of the house is
said to have been planted by Calvin in 1850 when he was
7 years old. Thus, the western half of the house as well as
the middle of the barn date back to at least 1850. I am
sure Calvin would be happily surprised that his descen-
.| dants are still enjoying his pears (literally, the fruits of his
B | labor) 158 years later.

Calvin & Louisa Price.
Calvin fought in the Civil War and planted a pear tree
on the farm in 1850 that is still bearing fruit in 2008.

| Throughout the years, various crops & livestock were

| tended on the farm. Cotton, corn, sugar cane, beans,

4| sweet potatoes, cows, and hogs, just to name a few. Es-

" | ther Price Hayes, Calvin's daughter, was deeded the land
in January of 1929. In the 1930s, her husband, Brooks B.

The barn & house as they looked in 1976 before refurbishing. Both date back to before 1850.




Hayes, often drove his 1929 Chevy loaded with produce to
the old Farmer's Market on Assembly Street in Columbia. .
The six children of Brooks & Esther also worked the fields e & ¥
and cannery of the nearby Walter P. Rawl Farms to help
pay the bills. It was a modest living at best. Many of the
vegetables grown here were canned & stored in the bed-
room/attic for the family to eat later. Sweet potatoes were
a favorite staple. Flour was milled for bread, sugar cane
for syrup. Water was drawn from a well with a pulley &
bucket. When the well went dry, water was carried from a spring 400 feet away. Elec-
tricity arrived in 1940. Blessedly, indoor plumbing followed in the 60s, eliminating the
need for the outhouse which stood near the woods.

A 1929 Chevy

Dorene Hayes McCartha, daughter of
Esther & Brooks, acquired the family
farm in April, 1976. Dorene often re-
calls working in the cannery at Walter
P. Rawl as a child, playing in her
Granddad Calvin's buggy, picking cot-
] ton, and walking through the woods to
grammar school, now the site of the
Hollow Creek Community Center,
about a mile away on Priceville Road.
She later graduated from Gilbert High
o] School which is now the Gilbert Ele-

& mentary School building. Back then, in

Dorene Hayes & JW McCartha in front of JW’s Boiling Springs family 1942 there were Only 11 grades to com-
home in Gilbert, SC, circa 1946. 1 ’
plete.

Dorene’s husband, Jonas Willie McCartha (known as "JW", "Mac", "Willie", "Bill", or
"Sparks", depending on who you talk to) planted the first Christmas trees on the prop-
erty in 1976. JW grew up 10 miles away in the Boiling Springs community of Gilbert. He
& Dorene married in 1946. JW’s career as an insurance agent carrled them to Savannah
Walterboro, Jacksonville, and

Columbia before moving to the farm
in '76. JW had returned to his first
career as a Merchant Marine Radio
Operator by that time, putting him
at sea for 3 months, home for a
month, then back to sea for another
3 month half-world tour. He timed
the planting, pruning, mowing,
spraying, and finally, selling for his
months at home.

The first two selling years of 1978
and '79 consisted only of a few pre- [
cut trees brought in from JW's JW McCartha making a wreath at the barn, circa 1985.




brother Wilbur McCartha's farm off of
Platt Springs Road in Boiling Springs.
(Uncle Wilbur was a pioneer of the SC
Christmas Tree industry, being one of &
only a handful of growers planting in the
1950s.) The first Choose & Cut Christ-
mas trees harvested off of Hollow Creek
were in 1980. When JW retired from
the Merchant Marines in the early 80s, : F o :
Hollow Creek Tree Farm was fully B IBWCr ook Troe Farm founder
formed and going strong. Red Cedar, JW McCartha

White Pine, & Virginia Pine were the big | inthe ealy 19805
sellers. By the early 90s, Leyland Cy- S
press, with its long-lasting freshness, enjoyed the most demand.

Sales were processed outside in front of the barn until 1986 (a severe drought year) when
a 1500 square foot metal building was built. It was luxurious by comparison to have
heated protection and indoor bathrooms. Word of mouth spread and the baby boomer
generation helped Hollow Creek Tree Farm quickly grow into a vibrant, profitable enter-
prise. Now, in the 21st Century, the Baby Boomer's environmentally-conscious kids
(“Generation Y") are continuing the tradition.

JW McCartha, Hollow Creek Tree Farm's founder, passed away in August of 2006.
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, ut cusfmrs in . ' JW in a field of gorgeous Deodar Cedar, 1986.




Dorene still helps out during the selling sea-
son. And their son, George Jacob Price's

..... great, great, great, great grandson Mike Mc-
Cartha, is proud to be the current steward of
Hollow Creek Tree Farm.

{ Growing Christmas trees is a labor of love.
We are lucky to be working the seasons out-
: Iy o ' doors, with our hands, and seeing it all cul-
Mike & W McCrtil-e'l a91 s k7 & min.ate wit_h happy peoplg p.icking out their
Christmas Tree Meeting, e family Christmas tree. It is indeed a joyful
- o ey W | business. Our goals are to grow healthy, vig-
orous trees using environmentally responsi-
ble techniques; be on the cutting edge of innovation in our industry; and, most impor-

tantly, facilitate a pleasant holiday experience for our valued customers that hopefully
will become part of their holiday tradition.

Michael Hayes McCartha
December 2008

Growing Christmas trees is a family affair. JW’s sons, daughters-in-law, and grandchildren have helped out at
some point during the selling season. Top left: JW & Dorene’s granddaughter Kelly Jane McCartha tends real
Reindeer during a promotion in 1996. Top Right: Dorene & Granddaughter Mary Alexandra McCartha work the
shop in 2006. Bottom left: Son Robert L. McCartha & JW in front of the barn. Bottom right: Daugher-in-law
Lisa McCartha makes a sale. (Both bottom pictures circa 1984.)




